Coe F. Young and Horace G. Young: Father and Son, D&H Managers 
By S. Robert Powell, Ph.D. 


Coe Finch Young and his son, Horace Gedney Young, both served the D&H as Vice Presidents in 
the late nineteenth century. Let’s take a look at the career paths that they both followed to arrive 
at that high office in the D&H. 


Coe Finch Young was born near Mount Hope, Orange County, NY, on May 15, 1824, on the 
family farm. He was educated in the district schools of his locality, at the Kingston, NY, Academy, 
and the seminary at Amenia, Dutchess County, NY. To create a life for himself, he left the Young 
farm as a teenager and walked across Sussex County to the Delaware River, and kept on through 
Pennsylvania, crossed into New York state at Port Jervis, where he struck the towpath of the D&H 
Canal. 


He walked several miles on the towpath, when he was taken on board a canal boat bound for 
Honesdale. On board that boat was a Scottish family, recently landed in America, on their way to 
Carbondale, where the father of that family, a skilled mechanic, was signed up to work in the 
machine shops of the D&H Canal Company. One member of this Scottish family was about the 
same age as Coe. By the time the boat reached Honesdale, two boys had become fast friends. The 
boy that Coe Young met that day on the towpath of the D&H Canal was Thomas Dickson 
(President of the D&H from May 13, 1869 to his death on July 31, 1884). 


At Honesdale, Coe Young, at age 13, got a job as a mule driver on the towpath of the D&H Canal. 
Energetic, forward-thinking, and highly motivated as he was, it was not long before he had a canal 
boat of his own. His organizational and managerial ability quickly attracted the attention of the 
officials of the company, and he was soon placed at the head of the freight department of the D&H 
Canal Company. 


In the spring of 1852, Coe Young bought of Major Cornell a half interest in the Cornell, Bidwell 
& Co’s Steam Freight Line on the D&H Canal between Honesdale and New York. In 1857 he 
moved to Honesdale. In 1862, he became the sole proprietor of the firm of Thomas Comell & Co., 
which announced that it was prepared to receive freight for Carbondale and all points in the 
Lackawanna Valley between Carbondale and Wilkes-Barre. 


On January 1, 1864, at the solicitation of George Talbot Olyphant, D&H President, and following 
the resignation of Russel Farnham Lord as Superintendent of the D&H Canal, Coe F. Young was 
named the Superintendent of the D&H Canal. To make possible that appointment, he sold his 
freight line to the D& H. In 1865, the Rondout and Weehawken Department of the D&H was 
placed under his supervision. 


He served as D&H Canal Superintendent until January 1, 1869, when he was elected D&H 
Superintendent (canal and railroad), and served as such until January 1, 1873. On October 24, 
1884, Coe Young [a confidential and long-term friend of Thomas Dickson since their meeting on 
the D&H Canal when they were both boys] was elected Vice President and General Manager of 
the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company. He served as such until October 1, 1885, when he 
resigned. He died four years later, on March 22, 1889, and his son, Horace Gedney Young (born 


January 26, 1854, died 1933), was named D&H Vice President and General Manager. He served 
as such until 1903. 





Coe F. Young, was elected D&H Vice President and General Manager in 1884, and served as such 
for one year, when he resigned, to be replaced in that office by his son, Horace G. Young, who 
served as D&H Vice President and General Manager until 1903. 


Horace Gedney Young: He was born in Honesdale on January 26, 1854. After due preparation 
for college, he entered Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, and there he followed a thorough scientific 
course, and was graduated with honors. By close and attentive reading and study, he acquired an 
education far in advance of what his school advantages afforded, and he became a highly educated 
man. In 1879, he entered the Delaware and Hudson service as assistant to the general manager. In 
that capacity, he brought to the task the scientific knowledge gained at RPI, and rapidly mastered 
the complicated details of railroad and canal operations. 


In July, 1882, he was promoted to the position of Assistant General Manager of the D&H, and 
took in special charge the Northern Railroad Department. This embraced the Albany and 
Susquehanna road, the New York and Canada, the Rensselaer and Saratoga, the Duanesburg and 
Schenectady, the Utica, Clinton and Binghamton, and the Cherry Valley Branch, with upward of 


six hundred miles of track. In this position he proved himself a thoroughly practical railroad 
manager, of unusual energy, judgment and administrative ability. 


On October 1, 1885, he was appointed D&H Vice President to fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of his father on October 1, 1885, and served as such until 1903. During his management 
the productive coal capacity of the company was increased from eight hundred thousand tons 
annually to four and one-half million tons. He married, January 17, 1849, Mary A. Cornell, 
daughter of Peter Cornell, of Rondout, New York. One of his sons, Horace G., by profession a 
civil engineer and a graduate of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, ultimately became the General 
Manager of the D&H. Another son, Edwin, a graduate of Yale College and the Columbia College 
Law School, New York, was named the attorney of the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company. 
His daughter, Mary Augusta, became the wife of Joseph B. Dickson, of New York, youngest son 
of D&H president Thomas Dickson. 


Horace G. Young was 2" Vice President of the D&H in 1898, and it was his office that made the 
official announcement, on October 28, 1898, of the closing of the D&H Gravity Railroad on 
January 1, 1899: 


Delaware & Hudson Canal Co, 
OFFICE OF SECOND VICE PRESIDENT. 


Albany, N. Y., October 28, 1898. 
PUBLIC NOTICE, 


Beginning January 1st, 1899, all pas- 
senger, freight and coal trains will dis- 
continue running on the Gravity rail- 
road until further notice. 

H. G. Young, 
Second Vice President. 


Over the years, as a member of a D&H family and as a high-ranking D&H official, Horace G. 
Young became the owner of a large and extraordinarily valuable collection of photographs (large 
format, 12” x 16”, silver albumen prints) of Delaware and Hudson subjects that were taken by the 
Scranton photographer, Thomas H. Johnson in the period 1860-1865. [A collection of 32 Thomas 
H. Johnson silver albumen prints of Delaware and Hudson subjects was offered for sale at 
Sotheby’s on April 7, 1998. In the auction catalogue they were described as “an exceedingly rare 
group of images”. They sold that day for $66,300. ] 


In January 1922, Horace Young gave his collection of Johnson photographs to Judge Alonzo F. 
Searle who, on March 1, 1925, presented that collection (21 large format silver albumen prints of 
Thomas H. Johnson photographs of D&H subjects) to the Wayne County Historical Society, where 
they are today among the prize possessions of that Society and where they continue to serve as 


important reference documents in the history of the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company and its 
railroad and mining operations. 





Photo of D&H Office building, Carbondale, PA by Thomas H. Johnson, from the collection of 
Horace G. Young. This is one of 21 large format silver albumen prints by Johnson now in the 
collection of the Wayne County Historical Society at Honesdale. 


In 1923, when the D&H celebrated its centennial with (1) a dinner (with President Leonor F. Loree 
presiding, acting as toastmaster, and serving as the primary speaker) on April 23 at the Hotel Astor 
in New York for 600 invited guests, (2) a rail excursion, New York—Wilkes-Barre—Scranton— 
Carbondale (60 guests were invited to join the D&H officers on this Centennial Special, which 
departed from New York soon after midnight on the 23rd and which consisted of a rider coach, 
the president’s private car, six Pullman cars, and an observation car at the rear of the train), and 
(3) a luncheon for 300 guests at the Hotel Casey in Scranton, Horace G. Young (who retired from 
active service with the D& H in 1903) was among the invited guests at all of those Centennial 
events. 


Such, then, is a quick look at the careers of two of the many remarkable mangers of the Delaware 
and Hudson Canal Company in the nineteenth century. 
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